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still increasing expences with which old Governments are conducted, the
numerous wars they engage in or provoke, the embarrassments they
throw in the way of universal civilization and commerce, and the oppres-
sion and usurpation they practise at home, have wearied out the patience
and exhausted the property of the world. In such a situation and with the
examples already existing, Revolutions are to be looked for. They are
become subjects of universal conversation, and may be considered as the
Order of the Day.
If systems of Government can be introduced less expencive and more
productive of general happiness than those which have existed, all at-
tempts to oppose their progress will in the end be fruitless. Reason, like
time, will make its own way, and prejudice will fall in a combat with
interest. If universal peace, civilization, and commerce are ever to be the
happy lot of man, it cannot be accomplished but by a Revolution in the
system of Governments. All the monarchical Governments are military.
War is their trade, plunder and revenue their objects. While such Govern-
ments continue, peace has not the absolute security of a day. What is the
history of all monarchical Governments but a disgustful picture of human
wretchedness, and the accidental respite of a few years' repose? Wearied
with war, and tired with human butchery, they sat down to rest, and
called it peace. This certainly is not the condition that heaven intended
for man; and if this be Monarchy, well might Monarchy be reckoned
among the sins of the Jews.
The Revolutions which formerly took place in the world had nothing
in them that interested the bulk of mankind. They extended only to a
change of persons and measures, but not of principles, and rose or fell
among the common transactions of the moment. What we now behold
may not improperly be called a "counter Revolution" Conquest and
tyranny, at some early period, dispossessed man of his rights, and he is
now recovering them. And as the tide of all human affairs has its ebb
and flow in directions contrary to each other, so also is it in this* Govern-
ment founded on a moral theory, on a system of universal peace, on the
indefeasible hereditary Rights of Man, is now revolving from west to east
by a stronger impulse than the Government of the sword revolved from
east to west. It interests not particular individuals, but Nations in its
progress, and promises a new era to the human race.
The danger to which the success of Revolutions is most exposed is
that of attempting them before the principles on which they proceed, and
the advantages to result from them, are sufficiently seen and understood.
Almost everything appertaining to the circumstances of a Nation, has